c I don't deny that humanity needs such people. I know
that neither you nor Fredo can invent mechanical dodges,
or write in the newspapers. Still, these people aren't very
amusing.'

* Well, Fve known some who had a good deal of conversa-
tion, and knew just how to talk to women. I remember the
year I went to Niort to lend Gustave a hand, one of the
clients was a revenue official. Believe me, he kept all the
girls amused. And when he wanted one, he got her for
nothing ! He was promoted while I was there. Now I
must go and talk to the lad's father. When you go up tell
Rita to post someone at the top of the stair, to tell Antoine,
if he comes, that his father is here.'

M. Tiercelin had akeady taken three steps towards
Michaud, when he thought of something and came back to
his sister.

' Tell Fredo to drop Captain Klest's affair. I have just
received reliable information that the Germans have only
got enough petrol for two months. The English will
certainly be in Paris by August. This isn't the moment to
be in with German officers, especially a woman in a con-
spicuous position like yours. On that point I agree with
Carette : it is always useful to be a good Frenchman. The
old country may take a knock sometimes, as at present, but
she'll come out all right in the end.'

Michaud was looking idly at the company in the bar.
The men interested him more than the women, whom he
barely noticed. He had always had a prejudice against the
girls who frequented bars and cafes. They were, he thought,
intent only upon the present minute, in quest of a mirror in
the eyes of the clientele. Men, on the contrary, especially
when alone, looked as though they had come to get some
information about life, to extract its secret. He liked the
look of most of them, but one in particular attracted his
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